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T
1 HE FIRST MEETING focused specifically on sequencing the human

J L genome was convened in 1985 by Robert Sinsheimer of the
University of California at Santa Cruz. While the genome project did not grow
out of the meeting, or even emerge as a topic of discussion, the 1985 Santa
Cruz gathering did plant the seed.

Planning for Sinsheimer's May 1985 meeting at Santa Cruz began the
previous October, when Sinsheimer called several faculty biologists—Robert
Edgar, Harry Noller, and Robert Ludwig—into his office. Sinsheimer was
then chancellor at UCSC. As such, he had been a participant in several major
science planning efforts. These included relations with the three national lab-
oratories managed for the Department of Energy (DOE) by the University of
California (Los Alamos, Lawrence Berkeley, and Lawrence Livermore na-
tional laboratories), discussions of the California state proposal to house the
Superconducting Super Collider, and, most directly, the Lick Observatory.
The UCSC faculty in astronomy had an international reputation. As a biolo-
gist, Sinsheimer wanted biology to achieve similar stature. He wanted, he said,
to "put Santa Cruz on the map."1

Others had previously conceived of large, concerted mapping projects and
technology development, but these did not grow into the genome project.


